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Flechiw ia his oration told bis* headers — "~H lamained 
only to giveathis last Bow to tlfct #|ng sect, *«id what 
hand waSJBore propesttadealitlfettfnatof the "Sslse chan-. 
oellor,,wtb in the vffy tight offcrjeJroaehing dsjatb, and? 
having rfb longer SByhoill on"TWs lift; well -deserved te*- 
finish this work of his prince, or rather of bis God, by seal- 
ing the revocation of that famous edict which had caused 
the shedding of so much-Wood, and of so many tears to our 
fathers ; sustained by zeal for religion more than by the 
force of nature, hfe consecrated by that holy action all the 
merit and all the works of his career.'' 

Such was the manner in which the highest magistrates 
and the greatest prelates of France hailed an act which,, 
depriving two millions of their fellow-countrymen of even 
t h e h a ro toleration granted them by the Edict of Nantes,, 
condemned half a million to a foreign exile, and drove the 
Test to an outward conformity by such means as. we have 
particularised above.- 

Buf "what were the motives which prevailed with the 
grandson of Henry of Navarre to forget all the obligations 
of gratitude and justice towards his Huguenot subjects ? 
Louis had never shown any great regard for the duties of 
religion, at least in his conduct. It was not merely by his 
amours, though even in them the greatness to which he 
elevated his children born in adultery, and the constant 
humiliation to which he subjected the queen, greatly added 
to the offence which bis immoralities created. He was still 
more guilty in the unpitying severity with which he shed 
blood, as well of his own subjects the Bretons, when they 
dared to defend their principles, but still more in the ruin 
df entire populations, as in the devastation of the Palati- 
nate. In respect to bis engagements, no notion of justice 
or of injustice ever governed his conduct, either public or 
private. He violated treaties as he violated his domestic 
engagements. In his judgments and in bis punishments 
he recognised no other rule save his own will : when his 
people were dying of hunger he did not retrench one of his 
prodigal expenses or scandalous amusements. 

And what said the great preachers of the Gallican 
Church to this condnct of Louis ? What said those who 
had taken the direction of his conscience, and who boasted 
of having converted him ? Did they with a boldness of a 
St John denounce his besetting sins, and exhort him to 
repentance ? Sid they denounce his violations of treaties 
and of justice, by usurpation on his neighbours; of huma- 
nity, by the atrocious system of warfare which he had in 
ttciduced ; of pity, by his continuance of that intolerable 
load of taxation which weighed upon his people ; of eco- 
nomy, by the ruinous gambling which he encouraged at his 
court? No such advice — no religious exhortations on these 
subjects were ever addressed to him. One great duty, and 
almost one alono, was inculcated, namely — the destruction 
of heresy. 

In a funeral oration delivered by Bossuet before the 
king in 1083, he said — 

" If France is everywhere successful, it is because their 
king is everywhere their captain. Never was war made 
■with a power more irresistible than now, when even the 

protection of the seasons is token fmm «» ~.«w. ho 

£„«- -..«,.- - - --■•»«*» — no tortress deters them ; they 
know that Louis destroys cities as often as he besieges 
them; when he marches all believe themselves equally 
menaced. A peaceful jonmey becomes immediately an 
expedition dreaded by his enemies." 

Flechier, and all the other preachers of that age, the 
men who created French eloquence, and who pretended to 
dedicate it solely to the service of God, held «U the same 
language. All praise the king from the Christian pulpit 
for bis victories, and for bis policy, for cities destroyed, and 
countries desolated. And all taught him that the first 
duty of religion was the extirpation of heresy. He acted 
upon their-exhortations, and the Dragonuades and the revo- 
cation of the Edict of Nantes were the works of charity that 
evidenced to the world the sincerity of his conversion, and 
which were to cover m the sight of God the multitude of 
his sins. 

But this extirpation of heresy marks the period when the 
House of Bourbon attained its greatest elevation, and the 
commencement of its docny and tall. 

From the accession of Henry IV., down to the revo- 
cation of the Edict of Nantes, the career of the Bourbons 
had been<one of almost uninterrupted success ; and at tbo 
peace of Nimeguen, in 1678, Louis, without dispute the 
first of European monarch*, dictated his own terms to 
Europe ; and by it France acquired a large accession of 
territory. A quarter of a century had scarcely elapsed from 
the revocation of that edict, when Europe saw that same 
Louis a suppliant for peace. His armies had been defeated 
— his- exchequer was bankrupt— his people were ruined, and 
France was saved from destruction solely by the dissensions 
of her enemies. Then came the scandals and disgraces of 
the regency, and' of the reign of Louis XV. And the cen- 
tury had hardly closed, when the unoffending descendant of 
Louis -was subjected to all the horrors that the worst of cri- 
minals could be exposed to. It is unnecessary to follow 
their career further, it is too well known and too recent to 
need observation. 

Descendants of Louis still sit on the thrones of Naples 
and of Spain; but they, too, have had their exiles and their 
restorations, and who that knows the present condition of 
those countries can avoid being impressed with the con- 
viction, that the day is not far distant when their final ex- 
pulsion will also take place, and which will see all the 



descendants of the Grand Monarque exiles and wanderers 
icver the facHof the earth. Aad who that reads die story 
of the Dragosnades of France, and remembers the ssfferinjgj 
Which tBe revocation of thaEdiet of Nasltes entaileston upw 
wttrds o£halfa million of exiles, can faLto disEovar in the'' 
story a remarkable instance of that retributive justice with 
which the providence of God, even in this world, often 
overtakes the oppressor and the persecutor. 



CHRISTIAN BIOGRAPHY. 

ST. PAUL. 

We have 'been informed by several correspondents- that 
none of our articles are read with more interest than those 
articles on. Christian biography which have from time to 
time appeared in our pages. There are, indeed, few studies 
more interesting and more instructive than that of the 
history of the wise and good men who have lived before us. 
They who read for amusement merely will often find the 
true story of the life of-a great man more entertaining than 
a fictitious narrative, written with no other object than to 
amuse ; while to one who is striving to run his Christian 
coarse, nothing can be more instructive than to trace the 
steps of others who have trod the same path before ; to take 
warning by their failures, and to profit by the example of 
their success. It is not without reason, then, that the lives: 
of saints form a great part of the religious reading in which 
our countrymen take pleasure. But, we must regret that 
the lives of the saints which are in circulation among them, 
contain so much that is not authentic. We are put off 
with legend, instead of history. The biographer, instead of 
telling us what the saint did, tells us what he thinks he 
might or ought to have done ; and so, instead of having a 
real page in the history of human nature opened to us, by 
the study of which we might ourselves profit, we are pre- 
sented with an object for our admiration, not for our imita- 
tion. We are told of miracles and wonders which we could 
not imitate, or of austerities which we have no wish to 
follow, and which we are not expected to imitate. 

Convinced, as we are, of the usefulness of genuine 
Christian biography, we should be very glad if we could pro- 
mise that in future thelife of some servant of God should 
form a regular part of the contents of each of our numbers. 
Whether we can venture to make such a promise must de- 
pend on whether our project obtains the co-operation of 
those contributors to whom our readers are already in- 
debted for many of the biographical sketches to which we 
have before alluded. At all events, we think wc can promise 
that any lives of saints which may appear in our pages 
shall be" constructed from none but perfectly trustworthy 
materials. 

We are desirous to make, at least, a beginning in this 
matter ; but, as we happen to write at a distance from 
books, we could not attempt at. present any work requiring 
reading or research. Let us, then, try if from the one book 
which is at hand we can put together some account of the 
life of one of the earliest and most. «w»«w r -— ■"■" " c 
the. f^r - 1 - 

Saul (with whose name of Paul we are more familiar) 
was born at Tarsus, a city of Cilicia, which he himself 
describes as "no mean city." Though of the purest 
Jewish blood, and able to trace his descent from the tribe 
of Benjamin, he enjoyed by birth the privileges of a Roman 
citizen, of which we shall find him taking advantage in 
different occasions of his life. The education which he 
received leads us to suppose that the circumstances of his 
paronts must have been good ; for we find him after- 
wards well,acquainted with Grecian literature, while, for 
his better instruction in Jewish learning, he was sent to 
study at the feet of Gamaliel, one of the most famous 
Jewish doctors of the law. At Jerusalem, Saul distin- 
guished himself by his religious zeal. He tells us that 

"Having been taught according to the perfect manner of the 
law of the fathers, he was zealous towards God ;" and 
again, ." that he profited in the Jews' religion above many 
bis equals in his own nation, being more exceedingly 
zealous of the traditions of the fathers." And he attached 
himself to the strictest religious sect among the Jews — 
that of the 'Pharisees. We are accustomed to hear the word 
Pharisee used as a term of reproach, to denote some one 
very ostentatious of his good works, self-righteous, and 
uncharitable. But at that time it was very far from being 
a dishonour to be numbered among the Pharisees. Sects 
were then fashionable among the Jews, who treated lightly 
the obligations of the law which God had given by Moses, 
who believed not in a future state, nor in the existence of 
angel or spirit. In opposition to these, the Pharisees 
steadfastly proclaimed their belief in a resurrection, and 
manifested strongly their attachment to the temple and 
the law. It is, no doubt, generally true that wherever reli- 
gious feeling strongly displays itself in outward expression 
there is danger of hypocrisy. Some will like to try to ob- 
tain honour by a display of religion which they do not 
really feel, and some, in their zeal for the outward expres- 
sion, will, In their attachment to the form, lose sight of 
the substance. These abuses disfigured the religion of the 
Pharisees, and have made the name of the sect a by-word 
for hypocrisy ; but we must not forget that, while there 
were among them many hypocrites, their sect embraced 
also great part of those among the Jews who were ear- 
nest, and pious, and zealous for God. 

Such was the character of the sect to which Saul belonged 
at the time when his attention was caught by the stir which 



was made by the disciples of Jesus of Nazareth. We 
ncnght have imagined sflis* at deeply seligious SstUKliko Saul 
womld haw given a read* receptioBito the Gospel Breached 
byglhe Anestlaa of therSon of <4hd. But.veryiiflerent 
was the case. And if weseonsider adittle we shall .easily see 
the reason why a religious Jew of that day would be very 
unwilling to give a hearing to the claims of our Saviour. 
A Jew at that time had more reason than any Christian 
has now to believe in the infallibility of his Church. No 
one could deny that God had established that Church by 
miracles, and had made a covenant with it, and had ap- 
pointed her priests as the religious guides of the people. 
He read in his Bible the most magnificent promises to that 
Church. " The mountains shall depart and the hills be 
removed, but my kindness shall not depart from thee, 
neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed, saith 
the Lord, that hath mercy on thee." " The priests' lips 
should kccp-knowledge, and they shall seek the law at his 
mouth ; for he is the messenger of the Lord of Hosts." 
Such texts as these, and many more could be produced, 
appeared to warrant any Jew in saying that he could not 
judge for himself as to the pretensions of any one to be 
the Messiah, but that he would submit to the decision of 
the Church. Well, but, alas ! the decision of the Jewish 
Church in our Lord's case was ayainst Him ! None of the 
rulers believed on Him ; they decreed that any one should be 
excommunicated who should confess him as the Messiah, 
and, finally, the supreme council of the Jewish Church sat 
in judgment upon Jesus, condemned as blasphemy his claim 
to be the Son of God, and handed Him over to an ignomi- 
nious death. Those followers of Jesus who, notwithstand- 
ing all this, still persisted in regarding him as the Christ 
were brought before the high priest and the other members 
of the Jewish Council, were beaten, and were peremptorily 
commanded to be silent. 

When the voice of the Church had spoken so clearly, 
was it any wonder that a pious Jew should make up his 
mind to reject the claims of Jesus without any further 
examination? He would resolve to stand by the old Church, 
aud refuse to give a hearing to anything that could be said 
by this new sect of heretics, who were so anxious to make 
proselytes. Such was Saul's determination : he took an 
active part with the high priest and the other Church 
authorities ; he joined zealously in the proceedings by 
which Stephen, the first Christian martyr, -wasput'to death; 
and he laboured hard to compel other less distinguished 
members of the new sect to recant their errors. He entered 
into houses haling men and women, and committing them 
to prison. But the dying prayer of Stephen for his mur- 
derers was to receive a remarkable answer, and God was 
Himself to convince Saul into what grievous sin he had been 
led by his refusal to exercise his private judgment, and by 
his taking his religion upon trust from his priests. Long 
after he had been a successful preacher of the Gospel he 
felt and owned himself to be the chief of ainuers, because 
he had, though ignorantly, persecuted tbo Church of God. 

it w« when Saul was actually endeavouriug to extend 
the circle of his persecutions, and was on his way to Da- 
mascus, with authority to hunt out ait 1 imprison the Chris- 
tians of that town, that, on the r.jad, the Lord Jesus 
appeared to him, and changed him at once from a persecu- 
tor to a minister and a witness of the truth of the Gospel. 
From that time forth Saul shrunk from no danger or hard- 
ship, but preached everywhere the Gospel of Christ. 

But how did he learn the doctrines of the new religion 
which he was thus led to embrace ? He takes great pains to 
tell us that he did not learn them from man, but was taught 
them solely by revelation from God. After his conversion he 
did not go to Jerusalem to those who had been Apostles be- 
fore him, but he retired to Arabia and thence returned to Da- 
mascus, thereto preach the Gospel; while, meanwhile, the 
Christians in Judea, the head quarters of the religion, did 
not even know him by face, but were merely acquainted with 
the fact that he who bad once been a persecutor was now 
the zealous advocate of their faith. And afterwards, when 
he met the chief Apostles, James and Peter and John (for 
this is the order in which he gives their names), he found 
that he had nothing new to learn from them, but that he 
had already been by God's revelation sufficiently instructed 
in the truths of the Gospel. 

There was soon a special field of labour entrusted to St. 
Paul. The Lord Jesus appeared to him again in a trance, 
as he wus praying in the temple, and while He warned him 
that the Jews would not receive his testimony, announced 
to him that he would send him to the Gentiles. And so it 
came to pass. Wherever ho went he found his principal ene- 
mies and persecutors among the members of God's ancient 
Church. It was in vain that he appealed to their own 
Bible in proof of the truth of the doctrines which he taught. 
Very few of them were noble enough to search their Scrip- 
tures, and ascertain whether what he preached was borne 
out by the Bible or not. They set him down as a pesti- 
lent fellow — tbis ringleader of the sect of the Nazareues — 
one who turned the world npside down. No doubt they 
thought it a most unreasonable thing that he should not 
be satisfied to let them continue in the old religion, and 
believe as all their fathers "had believed. They knew that 
they were God's own people and that their Church was 
founded by Him— as some of the Jews said of our Lord 
himself, " We know that God spoke to Moses ; but as for 
this fellow, we know not from whence He is." And so, 
wherever Paul went the Jews of the town were always to* 
first to stir up a riot against him, or to try to get the 
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magistrates of the place to sileace him. But the Gentiles, 
not being under the same prejudices, were willing to give 
him a fair hearing, and so it was among the Gentiles that 
the greater part of his converts were made, and Apostle of 
the Gentiles was the honourable title to which he gained 
aright 

Even those Jews who became converts to Christianity 
were the cause of St. Paul's principal troubles. The great 
majority of them were zealous for the law of Moses, and 
they demanded that all the ceremonial ordinances of the 
Mosaic law should be made obligatory on all Christians, 
whether Jew or Gentile. Now, though St. Paul was quite 
willing that the Jews should retain their national customs, 
and though he himself always set an example of comply- 
ing with them, yet when these things were put forward as 
necessary to salvation he made resistance at once. He 
knew of but one way of salvation, the same for Jew and 
Gentile — namely, the blood of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. And when the attempt was made to enforce on the 
Gentiles the observance of the Jewish ordinances, he re- 
sisted vigorously a measure calculated to give false notions 
as to the way of salvation, and told them that if they thus 
attempted to find salvation by the works of the law, Christ 
should profit them nothing." By the decided line be took 
in this controversy, St. Paul became nearly as unpopular 
among the large number of Christian Jews as he had been 
among the unbelieving Jews ; more particularly as there 
were others of the Apostles who did not at first speak sj 
decidedly. In their opinions, indeed, they were all agreed, 
but there were some who shrank from the unpopularity of 
maintaining them boldly in the face of Jewish prejudice. 
We read that 9t. Peter, who had been in the habit, at An- 
tioch, a gentile town, of mixing familiarly and eating with 
the gentile Christians, withdrew himself from their society 
as soon as Jerusalem Jews had come to the town. 
And Barnabas also was carried away by the same dissi- 
mulation. Now, Paul was under obligations to Barnabas. 
It was Barnabas who had introduced him to the Church 
at Jerusalem, when every one at first shrank from the so- 
ciety of him whom they had only known as a persecutor, 
and of the sincerity of whose conversion they had no as- 
surance. And it was Barnabas who had introduced him 
and brought him to labour in this very Church of Antioch. 
But St. Paul saw of what dangerous consequence it would 
be to allow the impression to be produced that the Gentiles 
admitted to the Church were not thereby rendered suffi- 
ciently pure for the Jewish Christians to associate with. 
He spoke out at once. Nor does he ever seem to have 
heard the notion that Peter had been appointed by Christ 
head of the Church, or that he was in any way bound to 
submit to his authority. On the contrary, he speaks of 
himself as not in any respect behind the chiefest apostles, 
and ho acted ou bis com tutlon now. He withstood Peter 
to the face, because he was to be blamed, and rebuked him 
publicly before them all. 

We cannot attempt in this short sketch to give any de 
tailed account of the labours and travels of St. Paul in the 
cause of Christ. He went about from city to city, trying 
always to choose new ground as the scene of his labours, 
and not to enter upon fields of work that had been already 
pre-occupied by others. We might, if space permitted, 
describe how careful he was, by every innocent com- 
pliance, to make the gospel which he preached attractive. 
He became all things to all men. With the Jews he was 
the foremost to comply with all the burdensome obliga- 
tions of their law, knowing that such compliance was 
innocent, although not obligatory. With the Gentiles 
he was eager to insist that no similar compliance could 
be demanded from them. With such of his converts as 
ardently loved him, and desired to show their love by con- 
tributing to his support ; he did not allow any feelings of 
pride or love of independence to prevent him from ac- 
cepting this proof of their love. But in any place where 
there was the least danger that his motives might hi 
misconstrued, and that his preaching might be regarded 
as a means for gaining money, he refused to accept the 
least pecuniary assistance, and preferred to gain his 
bread by working with his own bands, rather than be 
chargeable to any of them. When collections were made 
by the Gentile Churches for t ! :e relief of the poor Jewish 
Christians, Paul, anxious to avoid the slightest possible 
imputation, refused to take the sole charge of the money, 
and insisted that they should send one or two of them- 
selves with him to Jerusalem in charge of these collec- 
tions. And, in fine, it was to an instance of this readi- 
ness of his to be all things to all men that his long im- 
prisonment was owing. 

When he went up to Jerusalem with the funds which 
had been thus collected in distant countries, he found 
among the Christian Jews great prejudices against hiin, 
as we have already observed. They were told that he 
had everywhere insisted on the Jews forsaking their own 
national customs, and ceasing to observe the Mosaic law. 
Now, this was what St. Paul never had done. He always 
treated these matters as things indifferent. The Gentiles 
Were not bound to embrace these customs, nor the Jews 
to leave them off. And, in order to illustrate his views 
■J his own practice, by the advice of St. James, who all 
through these transactions appears to be the foremost 
man iu the Jerusalem Church, he made his appearance in 
the Temple, publicly complying with one of the Jewish 
ceremonial rites. But it happened that while in the 
Temple he was seen not only by the believing Jews, 



whom he came there to gratify, but by unbelieving Jews, 
who had known him abroad, and who were prejudiced 
against him as a heretic, and a vilifier of their religion. 
They raised a pry against him that he was profaning 
the Temple, and proceeded to take the law into their 
own hands, by beating him, and would certainly have 
killed him had not a Soman captain who was at hand 
come np with his soldiers and rescued him from their 
hands. Thus St. Paul became a prisoner in the hand of 
the Romans, while the Jews proceeded against him and 
endeavoured to obtain his death in due course of law. 
No crime could be proved against him, but yet he could 
obtain no release from Soman governors, who cared 
little for detaining an innocent man in prison, if they 
found that by so doing they could gain the favour of the 
people over whom they ruled. And so, at last, Paul, 
finding that he could obtain no justice in that country, 
and that his life was in danger of being sacrificed by an 
organised conspiracy, was forced to use his privilege as a 
Roman citizen, and appeal to be sent to Rome for the 
hearing of the Emperor himself. Thus was brought 
about, by God's providence, Paul's journey to Rome, 
which he had for some time been anxious to accomplish. 
It is plain, both from the Acts and from the Epistle to 
the Romans, that up to this time no Apostle had as yet 
visited Rome, although, of course, many Christians had 
found their way to this centre of the civilized world. 

St. Paul had greatly desired to go thither, and by his 
apostolic power to impart to them some spiritual gift, but 
various causes prevented, until, at last, God himself ac- 
complished his design in a way which Paul could not have 
foreseen, and sent him there as a prisoner, to complete the 
foundation of the Roman Church. Although a prisoner- 
he was allowed to dwell in his own hired house, and to 
preach the things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, . 
no man forbidding him. And so he came to know that 
the things which had happened to him, disastrous as they 
might have seemed to him, had been made by God all to 
turn to the furtherance of the Gospel, which he had been thus 
enabled to make known in the Emperor's palace, and in 
other places whither it would not otherwise have reached. 
St. Luke closes his narrative, leaving the Apostle thus ac- 
tively labouring at Rome ; and, though some of his own 
letters, written from Rome, throw a little further light on 
his labours there, to the last they show no trace of his 
having been joined there by any other Apostle. On the 
contrary, he complains of the solitude in which he was 
left there by all his Christian friends at the time of his 
trial. 

We do not wish to continue our narrative further than 
we have Scripture guidance; but we may conclude by 
hri«fly stating the opinion received on the authority of 
early uninspired writers, that St. Paul, when, after long 
delays, he had at length obtained a hearing from the Em- 
perui, »r». o«» «i;t... 3 . „„,, ,(, An p^. e „d e d his preaching 
to western nations of Europe, which no nau uu. \.-c.° 
reached ; that he afterwards returned to Rome, and there 
suffered martyrdom for his Saviour, being beheaded by 
order of the Emperor Nero. 



ORIGEN AGAINST CELSUS. 
Nothing is more dangerous than to quote from a book 
without having looked into it. Our readers had recently 
an excellent illustration of the truth of this maxim in the 
appeal which Mr. Power was so unfortunate as to make to 
the work of Origen against Celsus, in favour of invocation to 
saints. We showed at the time that the very passage which 
Mr. Power had cited in favour of this practice was only 
made to bear this appearance by being scandalously muti- 
lated, while, in reality, it contained a strong condemnation 
of the practice. We acquit Mr. Power himself of the guilt 
of this mutilation, for which the person who furnished him 
with the quotation must be responsible ; but as he appealed 
to Origen, we have a mind to let him hear what Origen really 
savs. Nothing gives a more unfair idea of the mcaningof the 
Fathers than toseeasentence here anda paragraph there ex- 
tracted in books of controversy, without any reference to 
the context. Any one who takes the trouble to read over 
connectedly one of their tracts gets a clear conception of 
their opinions and habits of thought, such as he would 
derive from no amount of isolated extracts. If our space 
permitted it, weshould have liked nothing better than to give 
an analysis of Origen's whole eighth book against Celsus, to 
which Mr. Power has appealed. Our readers would then 
be able to judge whether it is favourable to the Church of 
Rome or not. But on trying the experiment we found that 
anything like a regular analysis of the book would occupy 
too much room, and would inclmle much that would not 
interest our readers. And we must be satisfied with giving 
in the present article all of his eighth book (whether it makes 
for or against us) that has any reference to the subjects 
in dispute between the Churches of England and Rome. 
This work of Origen against Celsus was written in the 
middle of the third century. It was a defence of Chris- 
tianity against the attacks of Celsus, a heathen philosopher; 
and was the most highly esteemed of all the early apologies 
for our religion. The Benedictine editors quote the 
opinion of the learned Dupinthat, " of all the apologies for 
the Christian religion which were published in the first ages 
of the Church, none seems comparable to this most com- 
plete onepf Origen." And tbey also cite with approbation 
the statement of Bishop Bull that, no other writings of 



Origen can be considered as so clearly expressing Catholic 
doctrine. Some of Origen's writings were composed fx 
private circulation among friends, in which he writes freely, 
and does not so much express his own fixed and definite 
opinion as repeat the reasonings of others, or even ventilate 
doubts and scruples of his own. But in his public writings, 
which he composed against unbelievers, or against heretics, 
he proceeds in the beaten track, and studiously maintain 
the doctrine received in the Catholic Church. Some, too, 
of his writings were composed in the heat of youth, others 
record the opinions of his mature age. Now, the wo* 
against Celsus is, by the consent of all, of this latter class. 
In it he maintains the common doctrine of Christianity 
against the most able opponents of our religion ; this work 
has been polished by the author's greatest care and learn- 
ing, and was written by him when more than sixty yean 
of age. 

Before we come to the eighth book, to which Mr. Power 
has appealed, wc cannot forbear quoting the commencement 
of the fifth book, on account of its intimate connection with 
the subject of invocation of angels. Invocation of Saints, 
we must say, appears to us to have been scarcely heard of 
in Origen's time. No one then seems to have thought of 
addressing a prayer to the departed spirits of men aad 
women like themselves. But Scripture informs us that 
the angels are spirits whose ministration is employed in 
earthly affairs. It was natural, then, that men should torn 
to address requests directly to these ministering spirits. 
Yet, the early Church constantly opposed this superstitions 
practice, and we shall find Origen arguing strenuously 
against it. 

The following is the passage in Celsus's writings which 
elicited Origen's opinion on the subject. The word angek, 
it must be explained, was not familiar to Celsus, who was 
a heathen, lie had heard of gods and of demons, but 
angels had no place in the heathen system of mythology. 
He accordingly writes as follows: — "Neither God, nor 
Son of God, has descended or can descend. But, if yousay 
that certain angels hare descended, tell who are these. 
Are they gods, or some other kind of being ? Some other 
kind, I suppose, namely, demons." 

To this Origen replies as follows : — 

" We confess that the angels arc ministering spirits, sent 
to minister to them who shall be heirs of salvation ; that 
they ascend bearing the prayers of men to the purest hea- 
venly regions, oven to the purer regions above the heavens; 
and that they descend thence, bearing to each man accord- 
ing to his deserts, as God has commanded them to 
minister. And as wc have learned to call them angels 
(a name derived from this their mission) ; so, on account of 
their divine character, we even find them called gods in 
Scripture, but not so as that it is commanded us to rever- 
ence and worship instead of God those who merely miuister 
and bear to us blessings from God." 

If our friend Mr. Power has read so far, he will probably 
exclaim, Is this all that the Catholic Layman has to 
auuucc ».,_ /->_!„„,, ? Q r j,, cn say8 " that the angels bear 
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to us in return ; that they are divine in their nature, and 
are even called gods in Scripture ;" and all he says on the 
other side is, " that wc are not to give them the honour 
due to God only ;" of course, we never offer them the honour 
due to God only, we only invoke their assistance, and ask 
their intercession, but we do not give them the honours due 
to God only. 

Well, wait a while, Mr. Power, and we shall show yon 
that Origen considered all worship, adoration, offering 
prayers, asking assistance, us part of the honour which caa 
be lawfully offered to God only. He goes on as follows; 
— " For all prayers, supplications, intercession, and giving 
of thanks, must be offered to God over all ; through Him, 
who is above all angels, our high priest, the living Word of 
God. To this Word we shall offer our prayers and sup- 
plications, or intercessions and thanksgivings, if we distin- 
guish the true language from the incorrect language con- 
cerning prayer." 

" But it is not reasonable to call upon the angels, since we 
do not possess any knowledge concerning angels — a know- 
ledge which it is above man's power to obtain. Nay, let 
us imagine that we did possess this wonderful and myste- 
rious knowledge concerning angels. We should then know 
their nature, and the functions which each is appointed to 
discharge ; but this would not permit us to have the confi- 
dence to offer our prayers to any save to that God who is 
sufficient for all things through our Saviour Jesus, the Sou 
of God, who is the Word, the Wisdom, the Truth, and 
whatever else the Scriptures of the Apostles and Prophets 
have declared concerning Him. And in order to obtain 
that the angels should be propitious to us, and should do 
everything for us, it is sufficient if we, as far as human powers 
permit, imitate their frame of mind even as they imitate 
God." 

Such is the opinion of Origen as to the lawfulness of 
addressing prayers to those nngcls whom he believes to be 
incessantly employed in ministering to God's people. But 
we do not find that he believed that departed Saints haTO 
any such employment, and he never thinks of discussing 
the propriety of praying to them, such a practice not hay- 
ing been heard of in his day. But, of course, the same ar- 
guments apply in both cases. 

We now turn to his eighth book, as being that appealed 
to by Mr. Power, although there is much more in the 



